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The opening verses of Psalm 23 reflect our heartfelt gratitude to “Jehovah 
Rohi,” the Lord our Shepherd. In 2021, He led us beside quiet waters, 
refreshed our souls, and guided us along the right paths. Through His amazing 
generosity, we lacked nothing. 

As we lean into 2022, the Shepherd invites us to rise up. Ezra 10:4 has become 
our theme, “Rise up; this matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take 
courage and do it.” The call to rise up reflects our ministry to clients in our 
centers and young people in our schools, but it is also a call to us—the Church. 

The work of Positive Options is work that belongs to the Church. Preserving 
life, building families, championing fathers, discipling young people in a 
Christ-honoring sexual ethic, and healing hearts wounded by abortion are 
things that only happen by the Spirit of God. This work requires conviction 
from the Lord, empowerment by the Spirit, and support from the Body of 
Christ. This is not the world’s work—it reflects the very character of God, His 
imprint upon creation, and His purposes for His people. This work is God’s 
work, and He is our Shepherd. 

In 2022, we exhort each one of us, as God’s people: Rise up! This work 
belongs to us. We will support each other, and the Shepherd will lead us. 
Take courage; let’s do it.

In His Grip,
Garry Markvluwer - Executive Director



MISSION 

VISION 

CORE VALUES 

To love people to life before, during and 
after a pregnancy decision

To build a vibrant community where every life is valued, loved, 
protected and transformed because of the gospel of Jesus Christ

WE WAIT ON GOD
We wait on God and the power of His 
Word because we are confident of who 
He is and what He is able to do. We wait 
on Him with confident expectation and 
trust Him to act, lead, respond, direct, 
and provide.  
Psalm 62:1,5: “For God alone my soul 
waits in silence...my hope is from him.”

WE CHAMPION LOVE 
We champion love by loving God and 
loving people as He loves them. Not one 
person, circumstance, sin, or story will find 
the end of His love expressed through 
us. We choose to be imitators of Christ 
and His great love for us; for His love 
unleashes life! 
Ephesians 5:1-2: “You are the children 
that God dearly loves. So be just like 
him. Lead a life of love, just as Christ did.  
He loved us and gave himself for us...”

WE EXTEND GRACE
We extend grace because we are recipients 
of unlimited grace. Leading others to the 
free and redemptive grace of God is our 
greatest privilege. 
Romans 3:23: “...for all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God, and all are 
justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that came through Christ 
Jesus.” 

WE DEMONSTRATE TRUTH
We demonstrate the Truth who is Christ 
Jesus. We live in a culture that clings to 
“my truth” rather than The Truth. We will 
be living demonstrations of His unchang-
ing Truth regarding life, love, marriage, 
family, and sexuality, as given to us in the 
Word of God. 
3 John 1:3-4: “Some believers came to 
me and told me that you are faithful to 
the truth.... I have no greater joy than 
to hear that my children are living by 
the truth.”

WE VALUE EVERY LIFE
We value every life from conception to 
natural death; those with great ability to 
those with limits on their abilities. 
God has created each in His own image 
and has a plan for them. We care for 
every life; mother, father, child (both born 
and unborn) because of their great value 
to God and to us. Genesis 1:26: 
“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in 
our own image, after our likeness.“

WE RESPECT CHOICE 
We respect choice because God gives 
us the freedom to choose. We trust His 
work in the lives of others as they are 
presented with important life choices.  
We provide godly guidance and will 
always point them to God’s best plan 
for their life.   Jer. 29:11-12: “For I know 
the plans I have for you,” declares the 
Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future…when you seek me…I will be 
found by you and bring you back from 
captivity.”

WE FOSTER WHOLENESS
We foster wholeness because God has 
intricately woven us together. He intends 
for every aspect of our being; physical, 
relational, spiritual, intellectual, and 
emotional, to be healthy and free to live 
the abundant life He has promised.  
Proverbs 4:23 “And above all else, 
guard your heart, for everything you do 
flows from it.”

WE CULTIVATE COMMUNITY 
We cultivate community by caring for 
our neighbors as God has instructed. It 
is important for us to engage with men, 
women, families, schools, churches, and 
other organizations to ensure a thriving 
community.  1 Peter 4:10: “Each of 
you should use whatever gift you 
have received to serve others, as 
faithful stewards of God’s grace in 
its various forms.” 

God’s Word, the Bible, is the Foundation of our Core Values.



THROUGHOUT 2021, WE LIVED OUT OUR MISSION TO LOVE PEOPLE 
TO LIFE BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER A PREGNANCY DECISION

We provided free medical services (pregnancy tests & ultrasounds), 
prenatal and parenting education, relational and sexual health 
education, as well as church partnerships. We are building a 
vibrant community where every life is valued, loved, protected 
and transformed because of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

MEDICAL SERVICES FAMILY SUPPORT EDUCATION CLASSES

FATHERHOOD CHURCH PARTNERS MATERIAL RESOURCES

   Sometimes life is tough. Libby was living that reality. 
Her marriage was extremely stressed and now she 
feared she was pregnant. After taking a couple of 
at-home pregnancy tests, her fear was confirmed. Her 
first step was to come to Positive Options for help. 
Though the circumstances surrounding this pregnancy 
were less than ideal, Libby and her husband, Steve, 
quickly recognized that their baby was a gift from 
God and his timing was perfect. They knew they were 
supposed to stay married. Libby and Steve received 

the care they needed and were reminded that God has a plan for both their 
child and their marriage. They also had a strong feeling they may be having 
twins. They are overjoyed with the gift of two children (Grace and Obadiah) 
and beyond grateful for the support from Positive Options.”

”



M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E S

SERVICES OFFERED: 
• Walk-in pregnancy testing by trained staff
• Limited ultrasounds by a certified sonographer
• Family support
• Mens services
• Pregnancy and parenting education

POSITIVE OPTIONS identifies our medical services; pregnancy testing, ultrasounds, 
limited prenatal consultation, and medical referrals in each of our centers. 
We know for sure that 95 babies saved from abortion in 2021.

398
PREGNANCY 

TESTS

235
ULTRASOUNDS

99
BABIES
BORN

775
LIVES HAVE 

BEEN DIRECTLY 
IMPACTED

     When Angelenia first found out she was pregnant, 
she was in her final year of high school. Her mother’s 
words planted conviction within her, “If you’re old 
enough to have sex - you’re old enough to take care of 
a baby.” The problem was never over her options - the 
problem was, she had dreams of becoming a lawyer. 
How could she have a baby and become a lawyer? That’s 
the question most clients wrestle with when they learn 
they are pregnant. How can I move forward - with a 
baby? Despite two unplanned pregnancies she pursued 

her education and finally was able to graduate, buy a house, and find love. She 
did it! Surrounded by the compassion she found at Positive Options, she received 
emotional support, prenatal education, baby supplies, and the Gospel. Through 
your support and Angelenia’s courage, she chose life. Today, Angelenia is no 
longer a client. She’s now a donor - and a young Christian. She believes that if we 
provide the truth, encouragement, and resources, young women and men will also 
find the courage needed to choose life and walk out their dreams.”

”



M E D I C A L  S E R V I C E S

SERVICES OFFERED: 
• Online and In-person Pregnancy Education 
• Online and In-person Parenting Classes
• One-on-one conversations
• Spanish speaking services and classes (Holland Center)

BRIGHT COURSE identifies our parenting classes, offered to all parents, educating 
both mom and dad so that they can become the best parent they can be. Topics 
include: Pregnancy and Birth, Parenting, Coparenting, Life Skills, Fatherhood,  
Bible studies and so much more!

1603
TOTAL

 CLASSES 
PROVIDED

300+
PARENTING  

SUPPORT 

CLASSES

200+
PREGNANCY 

CLASSES

100+
EDUCATIONAL 

SERVICES FOR 

MEN

F A M I L Y  S U P P O R T

    When we first met Cassidy and Tim, they were facing 
some pretty hard life stuff. A blended family with a 
new baby on the way, they worked their way through 
family struggles, challenges in parenting, employment 
issues, and health problems. Tim would often say – 
“We’ll get through this.” And he was right! It wasn’t 
easy, but they learned how to overcome, one challenge 
at a time - together. Their first visit to Positive Options 
was for a pregnancy test and an ultrasound. However, 

they stayed for the support found in the Bright Course education program 
for pregnancy, delivery, and parenting. They connected with their advocates 
and formed bonds of friendship with the whole team. They often told us that 
their mentors and our staff’s support were a crucial part of their journey. They 
are now married with three children and continue to be great friends to the 
ministry. Cassidy is now a passionate supporter of the work that helped her 
become the wife and mother she wanted to be.”

”



SERVICES OFFERED: 
• Sexual health classes for grades 4-8th
• Talk with your Teen website monthly blog updates: talkwithyourteen.org 

PROJECT BESTLIFE (PBL) is our Sexual Health Education program. We serve area 
schools, churches, parents, and students by bringing them sexual and relational 
health education. Our team equips them to choose healthy lifestyles and 
relationships. Our school-approved curriculum serves grades 4th-8th.
We share age appropriate curriculum including topics such as:  
Respect & Communication, Social Media and Values, Friendships & Dating,  
Love vs. Infatuation, Abstinence, Sexting, Pornography and Purity.

11
NUMBER OF 

SCHOOLS 
SERVED

7425
NUMBER OF 

INTERACTIONS

1312
NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS
REACHED

100
NUMBER 

OF ADULTS  
REACHED

EDUCAT ION CLA SSES

“Students were engaged in lessons and gained 
great knowledge!” - 5th grade teacher

“The Project BestLife educator was very 
communicative and a very good teacher. I would 
usually feel uncomfortable doing this but he made 
me feel comfortable.” - 7th grade student

“What an engaging way to talk about some tough 
and so important stuff! I appreciate the facts and the engaging way that 
it was presented.” - 7th grade teacher

“I have decided to wait because there is no need and it lets me set clear 
goals and to be happier.” - 8th grade student



F AT H E R H O O D  S E R V I C E S

450
MALE 
VISITS

99
MALES AT 

ULTRASOUND

128
MALES AT 

PREGNANCY 
TESTING

109
MALES THAT 

TOOK 
EDUCATIONAL 

CLASSES

SERVICES OFFERED: 
• One-on-One Appointments with a Male Advocate
• Fatherhood and Parenting Support
• Tools to make Educated Choices 

FATHERHOOD SERVICES: This program serves fathers with pregnancy options 
information and parenting education. It also guides men into prenatal, parent 
education and support, as they take on the role of fatherhood.
We equip men to become great dads. 
They can be their family’s hero, and we’re here to help.

       We met with one young man whose girlfriend was 

set on getting an abortion, but he did not want the 

abortion. He was so strongly set against the abortion 

that he was willing to parent alone, to supply all the 

child’s needs, be the sole caretaker, if only she would 

give birth to the child. She did give birth and fell in 

love with their baby! They now co-parent this little 

one, and although the road has not been easy, they would not trade it for 

anything! It was the love of a father that literally gave this child life!  ”

”



C H U R C H  P A R T N E R S H I P

130
PARTNER 

CHURCHES

129
LIFE TEAM 

MEMBERS

23
TRAINED 

“MLD” 
CHURCHES

65
NEW CHURCH 

CONNECTIONS 

IN 2021

     My Mentee just had her baby girl a few week ago. I see her every other 
week, and she has wanted to include me in a bigger way since the baby’s 
come. I enjoy her. The relationships in her life are complicated, and I’ve been 

thinking about how challenging life must be for her. I just 
listen to her and try not to judge her. I remember how lost I 
felt when I found myself in an unplanned pregnancy. There 
was shame and judgement and rejection and I just needed 
something to hold onto. Even though I didn’t know the 
Lord then, when I found Him, and realized He could love 
and forgive me, it changed my life. There’s no quick fix for 
difficult circumstances, or a script for important redemptive 
conversations, but I trust we will get to that together. There’s 

a big need out there. I’m just tickled that I can be a solid person, who can be 
there and be someone she can depend on. -Marie

SERVICES OFFERED: 
• Making Life Disciples (MLD) program 
• The Whole Sex Talk parenting classes: thewholesextalk.com
• Pregnancy and Abortion Conversation website:
   pregnancyandabortionconversation.org
• Monthly Prayer Calendar 
• Baby Bottle Campaign

COMMUNITY LIFE is our Church Partnership Program. It exists to equip members 
at local churches to become safe, educated, and responsible encouragers for those 
facing an unplanned pregnancy, those considering abortion and those having 
experienced abortion. Our desire is to connect our clients to churches who are 
equipped to provide support and life discipleship long after they leave our care.

“ 

”



M A T E R I A L  R E S O U R C E S

315
MATERIAL 
SERVICE 
VISITS

35,000+
DIAPERS

308
CANS OF 
FORMULA

77
LAYETTES 
GIVEN TO 

NEW MOMS

SERVICES OFFERED: 
• Diapers, formula and baby supplies
• Infant and children’s clothing up to size 2 
• Maternity clothing
• Layettes for new moms 

MATERIAL RESOURCES: With their participation in our educational classes, our 
clients earn points to spend in our Baby Boutique.  Due to generous donors, our 
“stores” are well-stocked with clothing, blankets, diapers, toys and so much more!  
Our clients not only get good information to be the best parents they can be, but 
they also earn items to provide for their children. 

     We had a woman come in that was going to deliver her baby girl 

in a week and had absolutely nothing. She and 

her family moved up here from Kentucky at the 

very last minute and didn’t have anything they 

needed for her baby. We were able to help get 

her diapers, wipes, clothing, a crib referral, a 

tub, and even a layette since she was going to 

be delivering very soon. She was so grateful and 

felt so blessed to have a place that would be willing to help her so much 

even though she was so new to the area.

“  

”



2 0 2 1  F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
$

INCOME SOURCES: 

EXPENSES: 

2022 BUDGET: 

ASSETS

$2,359,862
LIABILITIES

$30,411
EQUITY

$2,329,451

OPERATING

$1,310,586
TOTAL REVENUE NEEDED

$1,350,000

2021 TOTALS: 

REVENUE

$1,668,595

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

11.2%

DIGITAL OUTREACH

5.1%

PHILANTHROPY

19.3%

ADMINISTRATION

1.1%

MEDICAL SERVICES

63.2%

50%
INDIVIDUALS

27%
OTHER

11%
CHURCHES

12%
BUSINESSES



SANDRA KAST
Donation made by Patricia Buehler

OLIVIA CERBINS
Donation made by Judy Warmington
 
GRANDCHILDREN
Donation made by Sandra Kast-Oberlin
 
BARB TIMMER
Donation made by Erin Kamphuis
 
DAN AND BRENDA MAAS
Donation made by Carissa DeKraker
 
AMY MILLER
Donation made by Linda Geerlings
 
TWO ADOPTED DAUGHTERS
Donation made by Julie Klingel
 
CARMEN JOY
Donation made by Kris DeBoer
 
CAPTAIN MICHELLE THIBEAU (US ARMY)
Donation made by Don Thibeau

SHERRI HOPPEN
Donation made by Joseph Popiel

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS OF 
DISTRICT 309
Donation made by Frederick Bartel

2021 STAFF BIRTH DONATION
Donation made by Zeeland Vision Services, PC

PAUL SWETT
Donation made by Paula Swett for Mother’s Day

OUR MOTHER
Donation made by Lori Viening

7 BEAUTIFUL GRANDCHILDREN
Donation made by Brent and Kathy 
VanZandbergen

MAY DUBUC
Donation made by Jessica DuBuc
 
CAROLYN DOYLE
Donation made by James Sprague
 
LOUISE BROUNS
Donation made by Rachel Powers
 
MAC FREEBORN
Donation made by Greg & Lorelei Carlson
 
DR. JOE & JOYCE DECOOK
Donation made by Jean Urban for Mother’s Day
 
MICHAEL KORPAK
Donation made by Greg & Lorelei Carlson
 
SHEILA MARKVLUWER
Donation made by Ken and Barb Horner
 
BILLY SMITH
Donation made by Gregory Carlson
 
KRISTIN DEBOER
Donation made by Mary Jane Byker for Mother’s 
Day
 
KATIE MORGAN
Donation made by Peter Emmerson
 
STU DUNCAN
Donation made by Karen Howells
 
LINDA BEERENS
Donation made by Shawn Hulst for Mother’s Day
 
CHERYL DEGROOT
Donation made by Shawn Hulst for Mother’s Day

T R I B U T E ST R I B U T E S

We want to honor those who make donations in memory of loved ones or to 
honor those whom we love most. We wanted to create a place where family 
and friends can be honored and remembered. 

The following people have made gifts to Positive Options in memory of or in 
honor of their friends or loved ones.

IN HONOR OF:



ALYVIA ELLING
Donation made by Terri Elling
 
KEVIN COOK
Donation made by Virginia Gail Cook
 
MARY LOISE “RUSTY” DUTKIEWICZ
Donation made by Right To Life of North
Allegan Co
 
RANDALL BRANDERHORST
Donation made by Melissa Branderhorst
Donation made by Kim Branderhorst
Donation made by Hudsonville High School 
Girlfriends
Donation made by Kathleen Ritz
Donation made by Mary Runyan
Donation made by Martha Mast
Donation made by Mary Knuth
Donation made by Nichols Paper and Supply
Donation made by Gail Olger
Donation made by Sharon Schipper
Donation made by Lisa Smith
Donation made by Pell Greenhouses Inc
 
MARY ANN HOLLAR
Donation made by Nancy Pleune
 
CHERISH LOVE & CHARIS LEE (BELOVED 
BABIES IN HEAVEN)
Donation made by David Hedberg
 
ELMIRA BOEVE
Donation made by James Den Blyker
 
IVY ROSE
Donation made by Nicole Booko

ALVIN, AMY & PATRICIA BORGMAN
Donation made by Jayne Search

TERRI ELLING
Donation made by Perle Vander Kolk

JOHN VANDERKOLK
Donation made by Perle Vander Kolk

ADDIE FEVIG
Donation made by Kathy Fevig

RON WESTENDORP
Donation made by Jan Westendorp for 
Mother’s Day

 

NICK LEEGWATER
Donation made by Pamela Hoekstra
Donation made by Karen Brower
Donation made by Betsi Roelofs
Donation made by Bev Leegwater
Donation made by Verna Jansen
Donation made by June Zoet
Donation made by Virginia Alofs
Donation made by Carol Kolff
Donation made by Eneka Stroven
Donation made by Kelly S Sanford
Donation made by Lois Dozeman
Donation made by Ronald Timmer
Donation made by Pamela Hoekstra
Donation made by Winona Rietman
Donation made by Esther Brower
 
ALEX SODONI
Donation made by Nancy Glaser Bosma for 
Mother’s Day
 
SCOTT WITTEVEEN
Donation made by Rebecca Seese
Donation made by Brett DeVries
Donation made by Steve Krommendyk
Donation made by Pat Veenman
Donation made by Allen Speet
Donation made by W.A. Lettinga Investment
Donation made by Paul Hoekstra
Donation made by Gordon Grevengoed
Donation made by Jody Winstrom
Donation made by Teen Parent Resources
Donation made by Carl Franken
Donation made by Bob Renzema DDS
Donation made by Kent Manufacturing Company
 
VERONICA FRAZER
Donation made by Cynthia Hotchkin
Donation made by John Silbernagel
Donation made by Pam Kast
Donation made by Chrystal Bisonet
 
ISLA BRANDSEN
Donation made by Stanley Brandsen for 
Mother’s Day
 
GLORIA SULLIVAN
Donation made by Marilyn Cudahy for 
Mother’s Day
Donation made by Eugene Sullivan for 
Mother’s Day
 

TRIBUTEST R I B U T E S

IN MEMORY OF:



H I S T O R Y

Allendale center 
opened near the 

GVSU campus.

Lakeshore Pregnancy 
Center introduced 

a new logo.

BestLife {community} exists to 
equip members at local 
churches to become safe, 
educated, and responsible 
encouragers for those facing an 
unplanned pregnancy, those 
considering abortion and those 
having experienced abortion.

Online
Bright Course 

parenting & 
pregnancy 
education 

classes

BestLife {hero} 
program for men 

was introduced 
responding to the 

growing need of 
involving the 

father in 
pregnancy.

Renovation of  
both the 

Allegan and 
Grand Haven 

Centers.

Renovation of  
Holland Center

Desert Rose, an 
abstinence-based 
drama team, 
began as a 
school project.

Grand Haven 
center added

Hired registered and 
licensed practical 
nurse staff and 
on-site sonographers 
in each center. 

Birthright 
became 

Lakeshore 
Pregnancy 

Center Inc., as 
an affiliate of 

CareNet. 

Added a center in Allegan.

Holland center was 
relocated to a new building.

Desert Rose became the 
A-Team, now known as 
{project} BestLife.

Birthright center 
opened doors in 
Holland to help those 
facing unplanned
pregnancy.

Mobile Medical Center 
(MMC) purchased with 
the goal of bringing 
medical services to 
unreached communities.

In Grand Haven, the 
adjacent suite was 
purchased. Separated 
medical services from 
ongoing pregnancy 
support care and 
education.

Medical services was 
rebranded to Positive 
Options and BestLife 

identifies educational and 
pregnancy support care.

The BestLife Services name 
was introduced in our 

centers and schools. 
These educational services 

include sexual and 
relational health, prenatal, 
pregnancy, and parenting.
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of women who have had 
abortions state they 

are Christian.

65%

of children 
age 8-16 have 
viewed porn.

90%
of Christian 
men admit to 
viewing 
pornography 
at least 
once a month. 

64%
of teens age 18-19 
have had oral sex. 

70%

81%
of 250 women 
stated they aborted 
due to the influence 
of the man in their 
life.

S T A T I S T I C S



8 out of 10 Christian singles in their 20’s 
are sexually active.

Over 5 out of 10 
pregnancies* in Michigan 

are unplanned.
*for women ages 15-44

95%
of those 

considering 
abortion, chose life 

after 
receiving an ultrasound 

at Positive Options
* Average per year at Positive Options

S T A T I S T I C S



Become an active participant in supporting the mission of  
Positive Options! Join us for one or all of our fundraising events, 
volunteer with us, partner with us by making a donation, or simply 
email us to get more information on how you can be involved. 

“I’ll be taking the hand of those who don’t know the way, who 
can’t see where they are going. I will be a personal guide to them, 
sticking with them, not leaving them for a moment.” 
Isaiah 42:16 MSG

Your involvement is crucial. Let’s make the greatest impact we 
have ever experienced! Together we will build a vibrant community 
where every life is valued, loved, protected and transformed 
because of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

G E T  I N V O L V E D

INVESTPRAY ENGAGELEARN



G E T  I N V O L V E D

PRAY
• Join our Prayer Partner team to receive monthy prayer calendar 
   via email (www.lpcenters.com/prayer-support)
• Join the prayer team at a center near you

ENGAGE
• Volunteer
• Like us on facebook and receive updates
• Subscribe to our monthly E-newsletter (www.lpcenters.com)
• Participate in a 2022 event (www.lpcenters.com/events)
 - Celebration of life: APRIL 14th, 2022
 - Walk4Life: JUNE 18th, 2022
 - 100 Hole Golf Marathon: SEPTEMBER 16th, 2022
 - Center open houses (dates to be determined)
• Bring a BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN to your church or youth group 
  (www.lpcenters.com/baby-bottle-campaign)

INVEST
• Become a LIFEKEEPER through our monthly giving program  
   (www.lpcenters.com/lifekeepers-give-monthly)
• Give a one-time gift via mail or online (www.lpcenters.com/give-once)
• Donate new or gently used items
 - drop-off at one of our centers
 - online through amazon charity list (https://bit.ly/lpc_charitylist)
• Use AmazonSmile everytime you shop on amazon

LEARN
• Take a tour of our facilities 
• Invite a speaker to your church
• Bring “Making Life Disciples” to your church
• Check out our website: www.lovingpeople2life.com
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